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Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs: I aplanation & Excreises

n tracsitive and intransitive verbs can

Learning the difference betwee
heir knowleage of English grammar, which

help students of English improve t
‘mproves fluency.

1. Transitive verb
A transitive verb is a verb that can have an object. For evample, the verb kick.

Sandre kicred the bal. _

| -

-He has found a preblem.
He will take a Lain.
. He is reading & leiter.




Identifying Intransitive and Transitive Verbs

1 @ sentence is transitive, you need 1o see if the verb has an object in the

To know if the verb ir
d with the verb. For example:

sentence. To do that, ask What the subject di
o She opened the door. > She opened what? = the door. *The door’ is an object, so we

know the verb is used transitively. '

The manager -w:H close the store early. > The manager will close what? = the store. This

means the verb is transitive.

The children sat. > The children sat whar? = 72 This question doesn’t make sense.

cannol sir something because sit is only an intransitive verb.

You

Note that not everything that comes afiera verb is un object. Cumpare these tRG Senlenees:

saf has no object)

inisa preposition. 50 in chairs is
|} you what the

e The children sat. (Intransitive — the verb
the children sat it does not e

e The children sat in ciairs. (Intransitive —
a prepositional phrase that describes wihere

children sat.)
e The children sat happily in chairs with their friends. (Intransit
an adverb describing how they sal, and in chairs and with their frie

with prepositions.)

ive, again. Here, happily 15
nds are phrases started

Verbs that Can Be Both Transitive and [ntransitive

Some verbs have both a transitive and intransitive form.

Intransitive — the verb has no object)

¢ — the object ‘food™ means the verb is used transitively).
there is no object. Offen is an adverb desc ribing how
at Roger cleans).

Roger cleans what? His bathroom. That

e The dog eats. (
The dog eats food, (Transitiv
+  Roger cleans ofien. ( Intransitive —
often something happens. It does not tell you wh
Roger cleans his hathroom often. (Transitive —

is the object of the verb.)
y verb is transitive

any verbs (there are 00 many to list). If you do not know if¢
it up in the dictionary.

This is true of m
look

or intransitive (or both), you can

-



1 simple
2 compound
3 complex

4 compound-complex

Simple Sentence Structure

A simple sentence consists of one independent clause. (An
independent clause contains a subject and verb and expresses a

complete thought.)
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ists of an independent
ith a subordinati

A complex sentence con
- dent clause. (A dependent clause starts wi
ns a subject and ve

oun, and contai

¢
gﬁjuncﬂnn or a relative pron
but does not express a complete thought.)

W sosoroiaTnGconBNenon DEPENDENT CLAUSE

We missed our plane because we were \ate.

L]
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+ Our dog barks when she hears a noise.
L . Heleftina hurry after he got a phone call.
« Do you know the man who is talking to Mary?

Here are some common subordinating conjunctions:

+ after, although, as, because, before, how, if. once, since, than,
that, though, till, until, when, where, whether, while

Here are the five basic relative pronouns:

+ that, which, who, whom. whose

Compound-Complex Sentence Structure

fﬁ» compound-complex sentence consists of at least two
independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses.

. John didn't come because he was ill so Mary was not happy.

. He left in a hurry after he got a phone call but he came back
five minutes later.
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many books.
(The be verb is also sometmes relerred 1o as a copula
ot

s the subject, in this case the mov
sentence, in this case, good) e, 10 tha complamant

o s

= The movie [l good.
a linking verb. It link
or the predicate of the

or concept that receives he achon.

Object: A person, animal, place. thing,
Determine the object in 8 sentence by asking the question "The subject did winal?"
or “To whom?/For whom?"
| like spaghetti.
He reads many bOOKS.
on (i.e., n, atfor,

Prlpulltlnnal Phrase: A phrase that begins with a_prapns'm
behind, until, after, of, during) and modifies a word in the sentence. A preposition
tions. Here are a few examples. “Where? Wy

phrase answers one of many ques
In what way?’

. | like spaghetti or dinner.
He reads many books in the |

Q
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CLASSIFICATION OF ESSAYS

Essays may b 3sifi
e classified as Narrati '
> aUVO E"S’ o [ ¢ g ‘ . <
Essays, Reflective Ex Rk >5ays, Descriptive Essays, Expoci
4 © Essays and Imaginative Essays. The classification i U"(xf{” : rE.)t'p:r,nory
- O L ) O J al) "

hes , and that some essave man
g;rlgli(:aof ct)r;z gecluharmes of more than one class. For example, a narrative ‘( 2k rr:d/
. : ’ ~{A 2 €554 )\

il th% % 'ea' Qf descrlptnnon » and essays of all classes should be more or les: :rtlcuc/
: ginal idea of this form of composition is an expression of the writer'f;o;m

feelings and opinions about a given subject. For this reason, let us begin with—

1. Reflecti - ion i :

o s S i asey it o o s e D

or thoughts on some topic, which is
generally of an abstract nature : for example ; (a) habits, qualities, etc., such as truthfulness
thrift,-temp.erance, cowardice, heroisii = *~i-* - industrv ote (b) social, political and do:
mestlc'toplcs, sych as riches and poverty, caste, democracy, liberty, government, family life
educatlor?, marriage, business, etc., (c) philosophical subjects, such as right and wrong, real-'
ity, consciousness, the meaning of the universe, etc. : or (d) religious and theological topics.

In treating such themes, you should try (i) to explain, for example, the importance or
advantages of possessing good habits and qualities, and the risks and disadvantages of
lacking them ; and quote stories, fables, or historical or literary references in support of your
statements; (Ji) discuss the importance of social institutions etc. ; (i) expound and discuss
philosophical and theological theories. You should reason and support your statements

with arguments and facts. '

2. Narrative Essays.—A narrative essay consists mainly in the narration of some
event, or series of events. | say “mainly” because a narrative essay must not be confused
with a short story or bits of history. The narrative it relates should be treated as a subject for
thought and comment, and so the essay should be more or less reflective. Narrative essays
may treat of—(a) historical stories or legends (e.g., the reign of Akbar, the story of Rama and
Sita) ; (b) biographies (e. g., life of Shivajee, or of Babar) ; (c) incidents (e.g,., a street quarre!,
afestival, a marriage) ; (d) an accident or natural disaster (e.g., a flood, a fire, a ship-wreck,

. earth ; ' : (f) a story (real or imaginary).
quake ; (e) a journey or voayge ; () ry ( g S doralice

escripti

the pipal tree, coal); (D)
¢) aspects and phe-
life); and (d) manu-

3. Descriptive Essays— A descriptive essay consists of a d
Orthing ; e.g,, (a) animals, plants, minerals (such as the elephant,
lowns, countries, buildings, etc., (e.g., Mumbai, Italy, the Taj Mahal); (
"omena of nature (such as volcanoes, the monsoon, sunlight, organic

Clured artiles (s >am-engines, silk, paper, efc.)- :
s (such as motor-cars, ste g consists of an exposk

n % Expository Essays-An expository (or explanatory) ’essay. + ccupations (69
" eplanation of some subject ; e.g. : (a) institutions, indUS’es:



parliament, the press, silk-weaving, farming, etc.). (b) scientific topics (such as gravitation,
evolution, astronomy, etc.) ; (c) literary topics (such as th.e pature of poetry, prose styles, the
genius of Shakespeare, the novels of Scott, history of fiction, e!(;.)j '

5. Imaginative Essays—Essays on subjects such as the feelings and experiences of
the sailor wrecked on a desert island may be called imaginative £ssays. In such the writer
is called to place himself in imagination in a position of which he has had no actual experi-

ence. Such subjects as “If | were a king,” or “The autobiography of a horse,” would call for
imaginative essays.



