
















Lord of the Flies Themes 

A theme is an overarching idea that runs through a literary text in one or some 
parts. It makes up the major point the author he wants to convey to his readers. 
Lord of the Flies is a rich literary text that contains multidimensional themes. Some 
of the overarching themes are discussed below. 

Themes in Lord of the Flies: 

1. Loss of Innocence: 

Loss of innocence is one of the major themes of Lord of the Flies. Piggy, Ralph and 
“littluns” represent innocence. The death of Piggy and flight of Ralph from fear of 
death at the hands of Jack and his hunters is the loss of innocence. At first, the 
innocent boys have become hunters symbolically. However, later in the novel, they 
turn upon Ralph after killing Piggy. Hence, they become hunters of human life. This 
is where their innocence is lost in the maze of confusion. 

2. Savageness and Society: 

‘Savageness’ in the society is another overarching theme of Lord of the Flies. 
Through the character of Jack and his hunters, William Golding has wonderfully 
displayed that human nature can quickly turn from prey to savagery. Except for Jack, 
all others are just followers. The ways of Jack tempt them toward hunting which is 
savagery in nature. With the passage of time, they become savages and start hunting 
human beings. This shows how savageness or savagery spread in a society when 
there are no restrictions. 

3. Vice against Virtue: 

Vice against virtue is another major theme of the novel. William Golding has 
deliberately put children in the wilderness to evaluate how virtue is an innate feature 
of human nature, and how it loses against the vice. Although simple at first, a devious 
immoral action of Jack to dominate the children by taking leadership from Ralph 
turns into a vice. It gradually dominates others, and by the end of the novel, Ralph 
is left alone to represent virtue on that island. 

4. End of Rationalism: 

Lord of the Flies shows how rationalism is a good virtue but also very difficult to 
practice. Piggy, the representative of rationalism and rational thinking, is timid when 



it comes to asserting his rationality. He fears that absurdity is dominating, and it will 
swallow him. Jack’s irrational reasoning becomes Piggy’s foe. Eventually, Jack 
succeeds in killing Piggy as soon as he finds an opportunity. With Piggy’s death, the 
rational thinking among the children comes to an end. Soon they degenerate into a 
herd of killers. 

5. Absence of Social Norms: 

A major latent theme that William Golding has put into Lord of the Flies is the 
presence of social norms and traditions. The idea behind this theme is that it is the 
pressure of the social norms and traditions that force people to obey laws and rules 
or traditions. If there is an absence of social norms, people show their true nature, 
and it is mostly evil and vicious. However, social norms, traditions, and customs 
protect the weaker group. Hence, Piggy remained safe until there were a proper 
leadership and rule of conch. Yet he is instantly killed when conch becomes an 
obsolete thing. 

6. Dehumanization of Relations: 

Relations between human beings is one of the greatest mysteries. This novel shows 
when relations between human beings degenerates they reach to low-down state. 
Seeing the corrupt humans, you may want to believe the animals are better. Jack 
instantly orders the killing of Piggy when they become two parties, and war for 
domination ensues. Ralph and Jack are just two boys with normal relations. 
However, when Jack becomes his enemy, their relationship deteriorates. This is 
called dehumanization of relations; both boys turn against each other. 

7. The Nature of Evil or Vice: 

It is generally believed that all human beings are good and that vice dominates only 
during trying circumstances. However, Lord of the Flies shows a different 
perspective. It shows that not only human beings are good or bad, but also some 
have a tendency toward evil or vice such as Jack. This leads to a total lapse of 
character if there is no social or legal restriction on humans. This also shows that 
evil spreads quickly if goodness is not present to obstruct it with the same proportion. 

8. Community against Individual: 

Although the theme of a community against an individual is a minor one, it runs 
throughout the novel. From the very start, when Ralph becomes the leader and Piggy 
supports him, Jack turns against them. He forms his own group and community of 



hunters. Eventually, this community turns against Ralph after killing Piggy. Ralph 
is left alone and is on the run for his life. It shows how a community persecutes an 
individual who refuses to conform to destructive rituals. 

9. Progress of Civilization: 

Lord of the Flies shows the progress of civilization through its incidents. The two 
group of boys, hunters of Jack and followers of Ralph, compete with each other. 
Ralph represents civilization, order, and rule, while Jack and his group represent 
savagery and barbarism. The competition reaches its peak when conch is defied, and 
rules are broken. Finally, the hunters take over the island and hinder the progress of 
civilization. The representative of rationality, Piggy is killed, while Ralph runs for 
life. 

10. Absence of Laws: 

When the children land on the island, they are left on their own. They do not have 
any social setup with traditions and rules. Ralph and Piggy try to set up a decent 
society through the assembly with the help of the conch. However, due to the 
absence of responsible adult supervision and guidance, they soon resort to violence. 
The strong group of hunters see that there are no binding laws and punishing 
authority. Therefore, they form a separate strong group and try to break their rules. 
Once the rules are broken, they are on the loose. Unfortunately, Piggy is killed in 
this mayhem. Lack of a leader makes them bolder, and they try to kill Ralph too, 
who fortunately saves himself when the British officer arrive. This shows that 
absence of laws creates chaos and disorder that leads to killing the innocents and the 
weak. 











FEMINISM IN MIDDLEMARCH BY GEORGE ELIOT 

Introduction 

Marry Anne Evans was one of the renowned novelists of the Victorian era, whose 
novels depict her own experiences of life. She was one of those women who was 
living in a male-dominated society.  
From a very early age, she was quite intelligent and thus her father provided her 
private education which the other females of her time did not usually get. At the age 
of 16, her mother died and was forced to leave school. The controversy in her life 
started when she went to London after her father’s death and started living with 
George Henry Lewes in a living relationship. 

He was already married and could not divorce his wife although they were living 
separately. Both Marry Evan and Lewes were severely criticized, still, they decided 
to live with each other. Being well aware of the fact that her controversial affair with 
Lewes as well as her gender would become an obstacle to her writing career she 
started publishing her works with her pen name George Eliot.  Another reason for 
using the pseudonym was that she wanted to escape the stereotype women writing 
that was limited to light-hearted romances.   

Under the guidance of Lewes, she wrote her first novel The Sad Fortunes of 
Reverend Amos Baiton in 1857 A.D. and thus her literary career began that touches 
skies when Middlemarch was published. 
George Eliot as a Feminist 
During the Victorian Age, the females were considered to be inferior to men and 
thus there existed discrimination regarding the status of women in English 
society. In every sphere and field there existed domination of men. There were very 
limited opportunities for the women of that age. The best profession for women 
during that age was the wifehood or the service of their husbands. 

The ideal lady, Virginia Woolf quotes were “the Angel of the House”. The women 
education was never taken seriously. However, George Eliot could be considered to 
be the one those feminists who challenged the male-domination and norm of 
patriarchy in her age and upheld the status of woman in the society.  She renounced 
her faith and also gave up her belief in God. She broke the social norms by living 
with a married man namely George Henry Lewes whom she was deeply in love with. 



As a feminist, she supported the movement for women education and also donated 
for the establishment of Women College. After the death of her father, she did not 
remain dependent on anybody.  Instead, she moved to London and started working 
as an editor for Westminster Review. Thus one finds that the zeal and zest for women 
emancipation were in her body and soul that remained both in her literary career as 
well. 

Middlemarch – The Masterpiece of Eliot 
George Eliot occupies a distinguished position among the feminist literary critics. 
Eliot’s life was full of rebellions and insatiable zeal. She struggles between realism 
and idealism; she desired to compete with the male’s writers.  In this regard, 
Middlemarch can be considered as her masterpiece that represents her struggle 
between idealism and realism. The novel achieved fame after her death and its 
popularity ever faded away till today. Virginia Woolf called Middlemarch “one of 
the few English novels written for grown-up people”. 

But we also find some negative review of the novel. e.g. “Dorothea 
in Middlemarch cannot achieve the status of Saint Theresa at the time which Eliot’s 
characters live is not suitable for them. 
Some critics like Zelda Austen go to the extent of saying that “Dorothea is not only 
less heroic then Saint Theresa and Antigone but also George Eliot herself”. 

Another criticism of George Eliot is from Henry James who is of the view that Will 
Ladislaw is inferior to Dorothea and that he “has not the concentrated fervour 
essential in the man chosen by so nobly strenuous a heroine”. However, in response, 
Ruth Yeazell and Kathleen Blake condemn these critics for “expecting literary 
pictures of a strong woman succeeding in a period (around 1830) that did not male 
them likely in life”.  Hence we find both positive as well as negative reviews of the 
novel, but it is also true that Novel holds the name position today that it held during 
its golden period. 

Dorothea as the Representative of Woman Emancipation 
Dorothea is the product of the novelist’s own life experiences. The struggle between 
realism and idealism can be found in her character. To make Dorothea a true 
representative of the struggle for women empowerment, George Eliot has made her 
very different from other women of her time. I will try to analyses various aspects 
of her character and nature to vindicate the idea of feminism in the novel. 



Her Nature 
From the very beginning of the novel, we find that Dorothea’s nature is quite 
different from that of her sister Celia. She likes to remain in a simple dress and also 
to adopt simple nature without desires. She does not like the idea of attaching 
importance to her attire and hue which was trending during her age. She is beautiful 
and charming yet she does not prefer to attract males or desire for someone very 
handsome and rich. 

She has no liking for jewellery. When her sister brings the box of ornaments of their 
mother asking her to choose some of them for herself, Dorothea does not like any of 
them and chooses only a bracelet. Celia does not like this attitude of her because the 
society of her time held that a woman should have taste in decoration, singing, 
cooing etc.  But on contrary to this convention she likes to study books, and quest 
for ideal things that later make her miserable. But Dorothea does not like any of 
them. She has her own likes and dislikes that are far apart from those of her sister. 

Her Passion for Knowledge 
During the 18th century, the women were provided limited opportunities for 
education. Their ability and virtue were judged on the basis of their service to their 
husbands. Knowledge was thought to be unsuitable for the women. But Dorothea 
seems to break this convention. Dorothea and Celia lose their parents at a young age. 
They receive education at boarding schools with the help of their uncle. 

Though education is meant for their marriage, yet Dorothea rejects this notion and 
develops her interest in studying science, theology and particularly those subjects 
that focus on the betterment of the society. She is often criticized by her uncle for 
showing interest in learning. Reading such books, she becomes an appreciator of all 
those people who quest for knowledge and also struggle for the development and 
betterment of society. 

For the state of learning, she falls in love with an old chap who has wrinkles of an 
oldie on her face. It is her ideal love and thirst for knowledge that makes her find 
beauty in every dull thing of Casaubon, from his wrinkled face to the jail-like 
house. It is the pursuit of knowledge that makes her life miserable. She 
acknowledges this fact later on. Here again we find that she represents independence 
in the matter of selection both the times; first with Casaubon (for the sake of 
Knowledge) and after his death, with his cousin (for the sake of love).  



Such independence for women never existed in English society. Thus Eliot has 
challenged this notion of society by presenting such an independent character like 
Dorothea. 

Her Quest for Idealism 
Dorothea is an idealist girl. Being well educated, she loves books and lives the life 
in her own way. She chooses her first husband just because of her love for 
knowledge.  He is an old chap. But being a lady of ideal thoughts, she finds in him 
the world of opportunities. From the very day when Casaubon sends her proposal 
for marriage, she starts dreaming of her life with him. Her eagerness can be found 
by the fact that she starts learning Greek just for the sake of helping him. She does 
this all without any external force and just because of her own will. 

Her marriage does not prove to be successful. Both of them expect too much from 
each other that results in the emergence of a number of conflicts between them. 
Ultimately after the death of her husband, she decides to marry Ladislaw because he 
loves her and cares for her. Thus Time again we find the dominance of idealism in 
her decision. Because her first husband had declared that she will lose all of her 
inherited property if she married Will Ladislaw after his death. But Dorothea does 
not seem to be a realist in this case as well. She renounces her property and marries 
again to Will. This time again she does so by her own will. Thus the author shows 
her empowerment in terms of the decision. 

Conclusion 
From the above analysis of the novel, I conclude that Middlemarch is a feminist 
novel that upholds the desires and the decision of women. By doing this George Eliot 
tries to bring women to the status of men. 
Dorothea holds this ideology. Like George Eliot, she is also an idealist. Like Eliot, 
she also breaks the convention of marriage. She remains independent in her 
decisions. 

She satiates her desires by marrying twice. Hence George Eliot succeeds in putting 
forward the ideology of feminism in the novel. 

 


