
E.M. FORSTER AS A NOVELIST 
 
                E.M.FOSTER   who was born on the first day of 1879   in London   was   
a British novelist, short story writer, essayist and social and literary critic. He is 
best known for his well-plotted novels. His fame rests largely on his novels 
“HOWARDS END” and “A PASSAGE TO INDIA”. He was nominated   for   
NOBEL   PRIZE   IN   LITERATURE   in 16 different years. 
                            
                E.M. FOSTER   was the son of an architect. He   was the only son of his 
parents. His father died of tuberculosis when he was a baby. He was brought up 
by his mother and parental aunts. Because his mother was from a more liberal and 
somewhat irresponsible background, Forster’s home life was rather tense. He was 
raised in the household of Rooks nest, which inspired “Howards End’.  
 
                He was educated as a dayboy at TORNBRIDGE SCHOOL, KENT, an 
experience responsible for a good deal of his later criticism of the English public 
school system. He then attended KING’S   COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, which 
greatly broadened his intellectual interests and provided him with his first exposure 
to Mediterranean culture, which counterbalanced the more rigid English culture in 
which he was raised. In his college, he enjoyed a sense of liberation. 
 
                Foster became a writer shortly after graduating from King’s College. His 
first novels were products of that particular time stories about the changing social 
conditions during the decline of Victorianism. However, these earlier works 
differed from Foster’s contemporaries in their style and established author’s early 
conviction that men and women should keep in touch with the land to cultivate 
their imagination. 
                Foster wrote 6 novels, out of which 5 were published in his age and 1 
was published after his death. These novels are;  
 

 WHERE  ANGELS  FEAR  TO  TREAD (NOVEL)…………1905 
 THE  LONGEST  JOURNEY (NOVEL)………………………..1907 
 A  ROOM  WITH  A  VIEW (NOVEL)………………………..1908 
 HOWARDS  END 

(NOVEL)………………………………………1910 
 A  PASSAGE  TO  INDIA (NOVEL)…………………………….1924 
 MAURICE (NOVEL)…………..Published after Foster’s death 

 



      Foster also wrote short stories, essays, biographies and criticism. Some of 
his writings include;                                                                                                                             

 THE  CELESTIAL  OMNIBUS(SHORT STORIE).………….1911 
 A MISCELLANY 

(ESSAY)…………………………………………..1936 
 TWO   CHEERS FOR DEMOCRACY (ESSAY)..……………1951 
 G. LOWES  DICKINSON (BIOGRAPHY)……………………...1934  
 ASPECTS  OF  THE NOVEL  

(CRITICISM)…………………….1927 
 

            The above writings of Foster reflect his greatness as a novelist and a writer. 
His   “ASPECTS OF THE NOVEL” earned him great success. 
     WALTER ALLEN said; 

           “Foster is a novelist difficult to 
             assess, he  can  be  easily  over- 
             estimated as under-estimated”. 
             

    Now we will discuss characteristics of Foster as a novelist. 
 

      Throughout Foster’s career, he developed a UNIQUE WRITING STYLE. 
He primarily utilized third person narration in his novels. His style of writing is 
straight-forward. Most of his novels are based on human-like conversations. E.M. 
Forster’s prose style is the exact mirror of his mind and temperament. His style is 
not grand, there is no eloquence or burning passion in it. 

                            “Foster is like a dancer who can 
                              execute the most complicated 
                              steps easily and without making  

                                     a single  ugly  movement”  
 
 
            Foster’s ART OF CHARACTERIZATION is great. Foster’s characters 
are mostly round or flat. Foster represented the characters as they were, whether 
male or female. His characters lack in passion and sexual fulfillment. They stand 
for certain values of life and a certain religiosity colours the major characters. 
Foster kept himself detached from his characters. 
          GERALD BULLET said; 
                                    “He  does  not  identify  himself  ex- 
                                      clusively  with  any  character  but  
                                      stand  a  little  aloof  and  leans  
                                      forward  to get  a  more  intimate  



                                      view  of  them”. 
 
             The PLOTS in his novels are not conventional and they are not easy to 
understand.  
                                       “A  plot  is  actually  a  sequence 
                                        of  events  and  actions  involving 
                                  characters”. 
Foster wrote a lot about Plot construction in his “ASPECTS  OF  THE  
NOVEL”. Foster’s ideas on plot construction may be right but his  plots  does not 
measure up to his own standards as laid down in “ASPECTS OF THE NOVEL” 
 
              SYMBOLISM  is  a prominent feature in the novels of E.M. Foster. He 
made conscious use of various symbols in his novels. The best example of Foster’s 
symbolism is his novel “A  PASSAGE  TO  INDIA”. In this novel, the very title 
is symbolic of “link”  between British class, Anglo-Indians and natives of India. 
The division of novel into three sections mosque, caves and temple is also 
symbolic. 
              
CONCLUSION: 
 To conclude the whole discussion we can say that E.M. Foster 
is a novelist who lack in emotional fire and human warmth but there are certain 
virtues in him. His fame rest on his novels and his criticism. His symbolism is 
great .He died in 1970 at the age of 91.  

 
 
  



CHARACTERISATION  

IN  

“A PASSAGE TO INDIA” 

Before directly jumping to the main topic it is my duty to make you very crystal 
clear about the  

Word characterization, its meanings, its origin, and its impact in very short 
summarized way.   

Characterization 

/karaktərʌɪˈzeɪʃ (ə) n/ 

 Noun  

The creation or construction of a fictional character. 

A description of the distinctive nature or features of someone or something. 

Forster has very strongly combined the individual and class characteristics in almost 
all the characters in A passage to India so much having qualities of individualized 
and convincing manner that even the minor characters have an exquisite sense of 
completeness. He is more of a psychologist than a portrait painter. The effect of the 
environment on his characters is specially marked in his novels. He is aware that the 
atmosphere often distorts human relationships and makes people behave wildly and 
foolishly, who under normal circumstances would be more balanced and restrained. 
The characters like calendars and Turtons and Ronny Heaslop have been so long in 
India that they have been completely transformed into what may be called sundried 
bureaucrats.  

A few years stayed in India had made Ronny think poorly of the Indians and the 
constant reminded of his former self by association of his mother and Miss Adela 
irritated him. He had forgotten his British manners and behaved in an unpardonable 
way to Aziz and God bole at Fielding’s tea party which, of course, scandalized the 
two freshly arrived ladies from England.  

There are couple of memorable characters in E.M Forster’s “A PASSAGE TO 
INDIA”. All the important characters but for the exception of Miss Adella Quested, 
Exits in the novel for his or her own right. Miss Adella Quested, began promisingly 
but once the trail was over she began to fade out gradually. Her role seems to be 



simply to introduce the tension between the ruling British class and their subjects, 
the Indians. It was due to her accusations of Dr. Aziz that the tension was generated 
and the purpose had been served, she was quietly dropped by the author. But the 
same cannot be said of some of the other memorable characters who occupy an 
important place in the novel. DR. AZIZ did not turn out to be very convincing 
character. He was a young Muslim Doctor who worked in an English Hospital. He 
had a leisurely attitude towards life and yet he took Islam very seriously and wrote 
verses about it. But not a single of his verse has been given to us throughout the 
book. This is obviously seeming to be inconsistent. Through Dr. Aziz is portrayed 
as an advanced English educated Muslim who is quite critical (though not always 
consistently) of the “PURDAH” And some of the other traditional practices and 
customs, he is at heart a narrow minded and bigoted person.  

MISS ADELLA QUESTED though she is the least spectacular, Miss Adella Quested 
is one of the, most convincing among all the characters of this novel. She was a 
young woman but a sexless prig who apparently had a scientific bent of mind. In 
Ronny Heaslop she had a matter of fact lover. It was hard to imagine her as a mother. 
It seemed there was something unnatural about her. She was more of a man than a 
woman. All her pretentions towards intellectuality, and goodwill towards the Indians 
was revealed when she accused DR. AZIZ of attempting to rape her, when actually 
nothing of the sort had happened. She was mentally and physically so weak that the 
mysterious of the Marrabar caves overwhelmed her and led her to accuse DR. Aziz 
falsely.  

FEILDING is one of E.M Forster’s most successful character creation as also one of 
the most unexpected. In certain ways he is the author’s mouthpiece in expressing a 
number of views on controversial subjects. He is agnostics and a liberal, as also a 
cynic in respect to sexual morality, with a strong belief, however in the value of the 
individual. On the whole his character is convincing but we are surprised to learn of 
his marriage to STELLA, for it comes so suddenly and we never expected it. All 
along we have taken FEILDING to be a complete cynic, especially with regard to 
marriage and when we come to know that he had married a girl of the temperament 
of   STELLA. However, FEILDING’S character becomes consistent again later on 
when he says that he does not understand what his wife is craving for.  

MRS MOORE. Mrs. Moore is perhaps one of the most memorable creations of this 
novel. She is gracious and very understanding. She had a genuine interest in the 
Indians and honestly wanted to understand them all. Though she too was overawed 



by the Marrabar caves like Miss Adela Quested. She was quick to recover. So 
impressive and determined lady she was that she compelled her fellow Countrymen 
in India to invite the Indians to a tea party. When she first came to India and entered 
a Mosque. She was shouted at by DR. AZIZ to take off her shoes but in actually she 
already has had done it before. But this grand lady did not take offence at this rude 
behavior. She understood that it was natural for a Muslim to warn a Stanger and a 
foreigner for the customs of the place.  In the end she left such an important 
impression on DR. AZIZ, that even after her death she was able to influence him 
deeply. The doctor did not take compensation from MISS ADELLA QUESTED 
only when he was reminded by FEILDING that had Mrs. Moore been living, she 
would not have liked it.  

GODBOLE the Hindu professor, is presented to us as if he were a mystery or a 
puzzle. In fact, he is a flat character and a Hindu philosophy. A mouth piece of the 
author to express his suppressed views. His portrait is not free from ambiguity and 
equivocation. It is not clear whether the presentation of professor is simple and 
straightforward or whether he is ruthlessly straitened and exposed. As a matter of 
fact, the modern critics regard prof. Good bole to be a clown.  

RONNY, TURTON, CALLENDER AND MCBRYDE on his appended, Ronny is 
convincing but later on he loses his form and gradually fades away Turton the 
collector, is not oriented in a very bad light but Major Calendar and the 
superintendent McBryde do not appear in a very favorable light. In fact, these two 
are more of Caricatures or types than portraits.  

CONCLUDING all the discussion in detail discussed above Thus we see that the 
characterization in A PASSAGE TO INDIA is very intricate, preciously knitted, 
subtle and related to the development of the plot. The charm of any novel comes 
from the subtle interplay of the emotions and Idiosyncrasies of the various 
characters. The tension generated by the clash of the characters keeps our interest 
from waning. In detail discussing the all above mentioned characters in ascending 
order from A to Z no doughty EM FORSTER has been proved as a great character 
painter, a creator, initiator and propagator. Whom equally manages and weightages 
the plot construction and the characters. Characters are not losing the plot of the A 
PASSAGE TO INDIA. Even plot is also knitted very well with the characters, the 
dialogues, and dialect is marvelously designed and drafted which beautify the Novel 
more than the others ones.    




























