
PROSE 

Prose is a division of literature which covers a literary work that is spoken or 

written within the common flow of language in sentences and in paragraphs 

which gives information, relate events, express ideas, or present opinions. 

Under this division. prose, the form of written language that is not organized 

according to the formal patterns of *VERSE. 

Prose can be divided into different categories on following basis. 

1. Forms of Prose 

2. Varieties of Prose 

1. Forms of Prose 

On the basis of forms of prose, we have two sub-divisions: the Fiction and Non-

Fiction. 

 

 

 

 

we have two sub-divisions: The Fiction and Non-Fiction. 



1. Fiction is a sub-division of prose which covers a literary work of imaginative 

narration, either oral or written, fashioned to entertain and to make readers 

think and more so, to feel. It normally came from the writer’s imagination. 

Some Literary Genres that fall under fiction include: 

 

a. Short story is a short prose fiction narrative depicting a simple 

characterization and plot conveying a moral which can be read 

in one sitting. Example: The Diamond Necklace by Guy de 

Maupassant, Footnote to Youth by Jose Garcia-Villa. 

b. Novel is a very long prose narrative depicting complex 

characterization and plot which is usually divided into 

chapters. Example: Les Miserables by Victor Hugo, War and 

Peace by Leo Tolstoy. 

c. Novella is a long prose narrative similar to but shorter than a novel 

but longer than a short story. It is also known 

as novelette. Example: Treasure Island by Robert Louis 

Stevenson, The Call of the Wild by Jack London. 

d. Fable is a short prose fiction narrative depicting animal 

characters which espouses a lesson in life. Example: The Lion and 

the Mouse, The Monkey and the Turtle. 

e. Parable is a short prose allegorical narrative which presents a 

philosophical outlook in life. Example: The Parable of the Sower, 

The Prodigal Son. 

f. Legend , a story or group of stories handed down through popular * 

ORAL TRADITION, usually consisting of an exaggerated or unreliable 

account of some actually or possibly historical person—often a saint, 

monarch, or popular hero. Legends are sometimes distinguished from * 

MYTHS in that they concern human beings rather than gods, and 

sometimes in that they have some sort of historical basis whereas myths 

do not; but these distinctions are difficult to maintain consistently. The 

term was originally applied to accounts of saints' lives (see 

hagiography), but is now applied chiefly to fanciful tales of warriors 

(e.g. King Arthur and his knights), criminals (e.g. Faust, Robin Hood), and 

other sinners; or more recently to those bodies of biographical rumour 

and embroidered anecdote surrounding dead film stars and rock 

musicians. 



2. Non-Fiction is a sub-division of prose which covers a literary work of “real 

life” narration or exposition based on history and facts whose main thrust is 

intellectual appeal to convey facts, theories, generalizations, or concepts 

about a particular topic. Some literary genres that fall under non-fiction 

include: 

A. Biography is a prose non-fiction detailing the life of a person written by 

another person. Example: The Great Malayan about the Life of Jose 

Rizal written by Carlos Quirino. Sometimes, a biography may be written 

by the same person, hence, it is 

called autobiography. Example: Memoirs written by Juan Ponce Enrile 

was a lengthy narrative about his own life. 

B. History is a prose non-fiction record of events that transpired in the 

past. Example: The History  of Filipino People written by Gregorio Zaide. 

C. News is a prose non-fiction narrative of events that happen everyday. 

The newspapers are written for this purpose. Example: Philippine Daily 

Inquirer. 

D. Diary is a personal account of significant events that happen in the life 

of a person. 

E. Anecdote is a prose non-fiction narrative that depicts a single incident 

in a person’s life. Example: The Moth and the Lamp. 

F. Essay is prose non-fiction which is a formal treatment of an issue written 

from the writer’s personal point of view. Example: On the Indolence of 

the Filipinos written by Jose Rizal. 

 

2.Varieties of Prose 

On the basis of verities of Prose, prose writings can be divided in to following four main 

types. 

a. Expository Prose  

b. Descriptive Prose 

c. Persuasive prose 

d. Narrative prose 

 

a. Expository Prose  



Expository prose writing's main purpose is to explain. It is a subject-oriented writing style, in 

which authors focus on telling you about a given topic or subject without voicing their 

personal opinions. These types of essays or articles furnish you with relevant facts and 

figures but do not include their opinions. This is one of the most common types of writing. 

You always see it in textbooks and how-to articles. The author just tells you about a given 

subject, such as how to do something. 

Key Points: 

• Usually explains something in a process. 

• Is often equipped with facts and figures. 

• Is usually in a logical order and sequence. 

When You Would Use Expository Writing: 

• Textbook writing. 

• How-to articles. 

• News stories (not including opinion or editorial pieces). 

• Business, technical, or scientific writing. 

 

 

b. Descriptive Prose 

 

Descriptive writing describes things as they are or as they appear to be. It can be the 

description of a person or a landscape or an event. In descriptive writing, we are able to see 

things as they are or were seen or heard or imagined by the describer. A narrative tells us what 

happens or happened. It deals mainly with events. A good description translates the writer's 

observation into vivid details and creates an atmosphere of its own. Through his/ her 

description, the author tries to recreate what s/ he has seen or imagined. 

Example: 

In good descriptive writing, the author will not just say: “The vampire killed his lover.” 

He or she will change the sentence, focusing on more details and descriptions, like: “The 

bloody, red-eyed vampire, sunk his rust-colored teeth into the soft skin of his lover and 

ended her life." 

Key Points: 

• It describes places, people, events, situations, or locations in a highly-detailed 

manner. 

• The author visualizes what he or she sees, hears, tastes, smells, and feels. 

When You Would Use Descriptive Writing: 



• Journal or diary writing, Nature writing, Descriptive passages in fiction 

 

c. Persuasive prose 

Persuasive prose writing's main purpose is to convince. Unlike expository writing, persuasive 

writing contains the opinions and biases of the author. To convince others to agree with 

the author's point of view, persuasive writing contains justifications and reasons. It is often 

used in letters of complaint, advertisements or commercials, affiliate marketing pitches, 

cover letters, and newspaper opinion and editorial pieces. 

Key Points: 

• Persuasive writing is equipped with reasons, arguments, and justifications. 

• In persuasive writing, the author takes a stand and asks you to agree with his or her 

point of view. 

• It often asks for readers to do something about the situation (this is called a call-to-

action). 

Examples of When You Would Use Persuasive Writing: 

• Opinion and editorial newspaper pieces., Advertisements. Reviews (of books, music, 

movie, restaurants, etc.), Letter of recommendation, Letter of complaint, Cover 

letters. 

d. Narrative prose 

Narrative prose writing's main purpose is to tell a story. The author will create different 

characters and tell you what happens to them (sometimes the author writes from the point 

of view of one of the characters—this is known as first person narration). Novels, short 

stories, novellas, poetry, and biographies can all fall in the narrative writing style. Simply, 

narrative writing answers the question: “What happened then?” 

Key Points: 

• A person tells a story or event. 

• Has characters and dialogue. 

• Has definite and logical beginnings, intervals, and endings. 

• Often has situations like actions, motivational events, and disputes or conflicts with 

their eventual solutions. 

Examples of When You Would Use narrative Writing: 

• Novels, Short stories, Novellas, Autobiographies or biographies, Anecdotes, Oral 

histories 


