
Atomic Fluorescence Spectroscopy (AFS) 

•There are five basic types of fluorescence: resonance 

fluorescence, direct-line fluorescence, stepwise-line 

fluorescence, sensitized fluorescence and multi-photon 

fluorescence.  

• The figure shows an energetic diagram level for 

resonance fluorescence. 

• In all cases, the basic instrumentation is the same.  EDL 

are the best excitation sources for AFS. 

• The advantage of AFS over AAS is that it provides better 

limits of detection for several elements. 




