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Mimosoideae 
The Mimosa Subfamily 
 

78 genera 
3,300 species 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Distribution: 
Mainly tropical and subtropical trees and 
shrubs.  
 

Economic Uses:  
-  Acacia yields a number of valuable 

products including wattle bark, used in 
tanning.  

- Acacia dealbata is the “Mimosa” of florists. 
- A number of species in the subfamily are 

valuable timber trees. 
 

Rosids: Reduced Phylogeny of Required 
Families 

 
 

Characteristic features:  
- Leaves usually twice pinnately compound. 
- Flowers: actinomorphic, petals valvate, 

distinct or basally fused; stamens 10-
many, distinct to strongly monadelphous, 
and generally showier than the perianth.  

- Pollen is released as monads, tetrads, or 
polyads.  
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